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my return, which would probably be about the middle of August. This
was long before the meeting of the Working Committee or that of the
Council of the All-India Muslim League, and long before I reached
Lahore, and when you arrived here and told me that you were approach-
ing me in your individual capacity, I at once made it clear to you and
informed you both in our talks and by my letters, that the position
you had taken up had no precedent for it, and further that it was not
possible to negotiate and reach an agreement unless both the parties
were fully represented; for it is one-sided business, as it will not be
binding upon any organization in any sense whatever, but you would
as an individual only recommend it, if any agreement is reached, to the
Congress and the country, whereas it would be binding upon me as the
President of the Muslim League. I cannot accept this position. I hope
you do see the unfairness and the great disadvantage to me, and it is
so simple and elementary for anyone to understand.
As regards your proposal of yesterday, which you have amplified
in your letter of September 24, I have already sent you my reply.
With regard to-your suggestion to be allowed to address the meet-
ing of the Council, and if they feel like rejecting your "offer" the
matter should be put before the open session and should be allowed to
address the open session, let me inform you that only a member or
delegate is entitled to participate in the deliberations of the meetings
of Jhe Council or in the open session, respectively. Besides it is a most
extraordinary and unprecedented suggestion to make. However, I thank
you for your advice.
As regards your proposal for arbitration and outside guidance, I
have already replied to you, and it is not merely technicality tout a
matter of substance. I fully reciprocate your desire of securing a
Congress-League settlement.
However, I regret I have failed to convince you and convert you
as I was hopeful of doing so.
Yours sincerely,
M. A. torNAH.
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GANDHIJI TO MR JINNAH
September 26, 1944.
DEAR QAID-I-AZAM,
In view of my letter to you of yesterday, left to myself, I would
have refrained  from dealing  with  your  letter before  our meeting
today.     But I have deferred to Rajaji's advice to finish the chain of
^prrespondence.
I confess I am unable to understand your persistent refusal to
appreciate the fact that the formula presented to you by me in xny